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After declaring the country’s independence from Portugal in June  1975, the 
Mozambique Liberation Front focused its efforts on building a modern nation- 
state and implementing a development strategy to pave the way for a socialist 
society. The initial lack of cadres for building and managing a postcolonial 
national state and the new state economy led it to request the international 
cooperation and solidarity of the Global Left. The aim of this paper is to analyze 
the notions and practices of international solidarity among leftist Chilean and 
Argentine exiles who assumed the role of professional- technical cooperators in 
independent Mozambique between 1976 and 1986. The working method is based 
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on a qualitative analysis of the information obtained from oral sources, documents 
of the period, and specialist literature.
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Introduction

In the international context of the Cold War during the 1970s and 1980s, those 
fleeing from the wave of repression in the countries of the Southern Cone of 
Latin America had the chance to create transnational political action networks1 
with other exiles and organizations in their host countries, which allowed them 
to reformulate international solidarity and alliances on the basis of the defense 
of the international principles of human rights and the condemnation of dic-
tatorships for their violation.2 But they also discovered that they could continue 
their organized activism abroad, in both the resistance and political scheming 
against the regimes that had forced them into exile or as part of transnational 
solidarity and cooperation networks, through their institutional and individ-
ual participation in revolutionary or national liberation movements, irrespec-
tive of whether they became involved in armed struggles or in forming 
governments. These major diasporas from the Southern Cone of Latin Amer-
ica coincided with the processes of decolonization, national liberation, and 
independence of the former Portuguese colonies in Africa, on the one hand, and 
the Central American revolutionary movements, on the other. And from their 
Western or socialist countries of refuge, many of these exiles embarked on tech-
nical or military missions of solidarity as internationalist activists.3

These internationalist activists were prompted to become involved in trans-
national solidarity because they believed that they formed part of a new imag-
ined revolutionary community of the Third World, as both a geographical and 
political frame of militant action during the period from the 1960s to the 
1980s.4 This notion of the Third World as an imagined community arose in the 
context of the Cold War and the struggles for world power, thus influencing 
the way in which regional solidarity was shaped.5 As Christine Hatzky and Jes-
sica Stites Mor recall,6 encouraged by the anticolonial movements emerging in 
Asia and Africa, political parties and national liberation and social move-
ments, on the one hand, and governments, on the other, imagined a revolution 
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against colonialism and neo- imperialism during the Cold War and invented a 
version of what would subsequently be described as the “Global South.” This 
was the imaginary scenario that led over five hundred participants from eighty- 
two countries to travel to Havana in January 1966 to attend the First Solidarity 
Conference of the African, Asian, and Latin American Peoples’ Solidarity 
Organization (AALAPSO), also known as the Tricontinental Conference, with 
a view to forming an alliance to liberate the Third World from racial violence, 
inequality, and capitalist exploitation.7

In Latin America, solidarity activism with the Cuban Revolution, embod-
ied by Che Guevara’s internationalist mission in the Congo (1965), influenced 
left- wing organizations and their enhanced potential for forging transcontinen-
tal links. The vision disseminated by Cuba of an anti- imperialist and anti- 
colonial revolution fostered a political idea of what the transnational solidarity 
of revolutionary activists meant and the shape that it ought to take, while the 
scope of this global revolution was the Third World.8

In April  1974, an unexpected military coup overthrew the Portuguese 
dictatorship that had been in place for five decades, opening the way for the 
decolonization of the Lusophone African territories.9 Mozambique achieved 
independence on June 26, 1975, under the leadership of the Mozambique Lib-
eration Front (hereinafter FRELIMO), thus marking the beginning of the coun-
try’s transformation into a socialist state. This socialist nation- building project 
got underway in a country that had to undertake the simultaneous tasks of guar-
anteeing national independence and giving shape to a new state and nation 
against the backdrop of a fragmented society and in conditions of extreme 
underdevelopment, a product of its colonial past.10

The initial need for technical- professional cadres for building and manag-
ing the postcolonial national state and the new state economy prompted the 
FRELIMO to request the support of the international cooperation and solidar-
ity of the Global Left and socialist countries. There were vacancies in all areas, 
but those that needed to be covered most urgently had to do with education, 
health, administration and planning, engineering, agronomy, and technical 
areas. Seen in this light, the principles and visions of international solidarity at 
the time, such as proletarian internationalism and international cooperation, 
were incorporated and appropriated as an important part of the political plat-
form and discourse of the FRELIMO, in clear continuity with the period of 
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armed struggle (1964– 1974), when transnational networks of solidarity with its 
cause had been created and had begun to offer the organization their support.11

In that context, several hundreds of Chilean and Argentine exiles living in 
different countries of the capitalist and socialist world volunteered as 
professional- technical cooperators in Mozambique.12

This work is at the intersection between the study of exiles and that of soli-
darity with/from Latin America during the closing years of the Cold War. In the 
literature on the exiles of the Southern Cone, there has been noteworthy prog-
ress over the past two decades, including studies of the technical- professional 
and/or military internationalism of Chilean and Argentine exiles in Central 
America.13 Be that as it may, there are still relatively few studies of South 
American exiles and cooperators in Africa in the context of the continent’s 
decolonization in the 1960s and 1970s— except for what has been written on 
Cuba, which had a state cooperation rationale.14 Therefore, the research per-
formed by Eugenia Palieraki on Chilean exiles in Algeria, 15 by Fabio Da Cruz16 
and Débora Strieder Kreuz on Brazilian exiles in Algeria,17 by Andreia Prestes 
Massen18and Ramos Azevedo on Brazilian exiles in Mozambique,19 together 
with Decía and Diez’s inquiry into Uruguayan exiles in Angola,20 is a line that 
has appeared only recently and, therefore, is still in its infancy, since it analyzes 
the same actors, dynamics, and logics from a transnational perspective that con-
nects with political processes in Latin America and Africa during the Cold 
War. The historiography of the Argentine diaspora in the 1970s has yet to exam-
ine systematically their experiences on the African continent, in contrast to 
those of other host countries in America and Europe.21 It is only recently that 
the case of Mozambique has been addressed in academic studies and research 
documentaries.22 Similarly, as to the Chilean diaspora, there is only one token 
collective book coordinated by Sergio Basulto, Dalmiro Contreras, and Mario 
Glisser23 and the documentary Khanimambo Mozambique (Thanks Mozam-
bique) directed by Constance Latourte.24

Supplementing this approach with that of the new studies of Latin Ameri-
can left- wing transnational solidarity networks in the 1960s and 1970s,25 fol-
lowing a historical and empirical approach the objective of this paper is to 
reconstruct and analyze the notions and practices of the international solidar-
ity of Chilean and Argentine political exiles who, between 1976 and 1986, 
established themselves in Mozambique as international technical- professional 



422 Journal of Global South Studies (Fall 2023)

cooperators. The methodology employed here is qualitative and the sources are 
oral interviews, edited testimonies, and documents of the period. Specifically, 
an in- depth analysis was performed on twenty personal pathways— involving 
ten Chileans and ten Argentineans, with gender parity. The timeframe corre-
sponds to the duration of most of the stays of the Chilean and Argentine exiles 
in Mozambique, from the year after independence had been achieved in 1976 
to following the death of President Samora Machel in October 1986.

From South America to Independent and  
Socialist Mozambique

During the 1970s, National Security dictatorships seized power in the South-
ern Cone of Latin America. The repressive policies of the military regimes 
holding sway over Chile (1973– 1990) and Argentina (1976– 1983) were char-
acterized by their massive human rights violations in the shape of enforced 
disappearances, imprisonments, murders, and exiles. The Chilean exile was one 
of the most emblematic in the last part of the Cold War due to the brutality of 
the repression beginning with the coup in September 1973. That was one of the 
reasons why this exodus adopted many forms, encompassed such a broad time-
frame, and involved capitalist and socialist host countries in America, Europe, 
Oceania, Asia, and Africa.26 In 1990, the National Office for Returnees estimated 
that there were 200,000 political exiles, without taking into account their fami-
lies,27 although there is still no consensus on the figures. In turn, the last Argen-
tine diaspora was the most important in the country’s history due to its 
transcontinental scope, the many different countries of refuge in America and 
Europe, and the impact of its policy of condemning the military dictatorship on 
the international stage. 28 The various forms of forced departures from the coun-
try since 1974 (due to the repression during the third Peronist government) do 
not allow us to have reliable global figures, and some specialists estimate it 
between 30,000 and 50,000 people29 and others at between 250,000 and 500,000.30

Under these circumstances, between 1976 and 1986 some 950 political exiles 
from Chile and about 70 from Argentina living in different countries of the 
world volunteered as technical- professional cooperators in Mozambique.31 The 
reasons behind their decision ranged from the fact that they had been exiled 
yet again to their problems with adapting to life in their countries of refuge. 
Moreover, they were all encouraged by the opportunity to continue with their 
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revolutionary commitment to other national liberation struggles and revolu-
tions in the Third World, through their participation in international solidar-
ity with the revolution in this southern African country.

These exiles arrived in Mozambique from Western or socialist countries, fol-
lowing specific paths through different left- wing transnational or international 
cooperation networks of the period.32 International cooperators, who were paid 
a salary,33 were expected to become involved in the management of the new state 
and, at the same time, contribute to training the locals so that they would be 
able to undertake the same tasks once their contracts had ended.34 Entry into 
Mozambique was carried out under strict political- ideological control by the 
FRELIMO authorities. The political endorsement of those who entered was car-
ried out by political or nongovernmental organizations that worked with the 
Mozambican government.

As to the Chilean exiles, most of them traveled to Mozambique as a result 
of their local groups’ solidarity with the FRELIMO. The group of Chilean coop-
erators, the second most numerous from Western countries after the Portu-
guese, basically consisted of activists of the two main political parties forming 
the government of the Popular Front (FP), namely, the Socialist Party of Chile 
(PSCh) and the Communist Party of Chile (hereinafter PCCh). Even though 
the first group of Chileans traveled to Mozambique in 1976— the year in which 
the country achieved its independence— as foreign technical cadres in an “orga-
nizational phase of the republic,”35 the majority arrived there in 1977 by virtue 
of the agreement signed between the PCCh and the FRELIMO, during the par-
ty’s third congress, which was defined as a cooperation agreement contribut-
ing to the revolutionary decolonization process in Mozambique.36 The previous 
contacts between the PCCh and the FRELIMO at the Third United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD III), held in Santiago de 
Chile at the beginning of 1972, during the Popular Unity (UP) government, 
served as a basis for the subsequent relationship between the FRELIMO and the 
Chileans living in exile.37

As regards the Argentine exiles, most of them traveled to Mozambique in 
their personal capacity from the Western countries where they had sought ref-
uge, through an assortment of state and nongovernmental cooperation pro-
grams with the FRELIMO government (mainly Sweden and Portugal). In light 
of the evidence collected to date, there was no agreement in place between 
Argentine left- wing political organizations and the FRELIMO for sending 
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activist cooperators, as was indeed the case with the Chilean left- wing parties. 
Although the Peronist political- military organization Montoneros had been in 
touch with the FRELIMO before the diaspora, since the former had sent a del-
egation to attend the swearing- in of the government of the Justicialist Libera-
tion Front (FREJULI) in 1973, there was no further contact between the two 
until relations were formally resumed in about 1978, through the Montoneros’ 
delegates in the Middle East and Tanzania.38

With respect to the FRELIMO, the reasons why it needed thousands of trust-
worthy foreign technical- professional cadres included its transition from armed 
struggle to the national government, the mass exodus of Portuguese colonists 
during the independence process, and its project of socialist modernization.

As with other Portuguese colonies in Africa, Mozambique achieved indepen-
dence at a later date than the rest. On taking up the reins of government, the lead-
ers of the FRELIMO realized that the control of the guerrilla army, which had 
underpinned its power during the armed struggle, was now insufficient to guar-
antee the effective management of an independent country, and that they lacked 
qualified cadres with the suitable technical skills to ensure the functioning of a 
complex administration and to manage the country’s services and economy.39 
Following the proclamation of independence, the hasty departure of thousands 
of colonists who had occupied most of the posts in the administrative and eco-
nomic apparatuses only exacerbated the situation,40 posts that had to be covered 
and assumed by the FRELIMO. The changes brought about in Mozambique by 
the system of Portuguese administration at the end of the colonial period had not 
been sufficiently complete to create an educated Black elite. At the moment of 
independence, 90 percent of the country’s inhabitants were illiterate, while there 
were only a small number of technicians and people with higher education.41 By 
and large, there were few people qualified to occupy the posts that the Portu-
guese had abruptly abandoned, whereby the administration inherited from the 
colonizers was unstable and practically nonexistent in the country’s interior.

Against this backdrop, so as to satisfy the need for qualified personnel the 
leadership of FRELIMO had no other choice but to resort to the collaboration 
of a large number of cadres who had not participated in the armed struggle and 
to foreign technical cooperators from Western and socialist countries. Accord-
ing to the historian Luis Brito42— and the analysis of our sources supports his 
hypothesis— there were two waves of foreign cooperators arriving in the coun-
try during the period under study.
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The first wave occurred when independence was consolidated between 
1975 and 1977. During this period, the FRELIMO’s recruitment drive led to 
the arrival of a small number of cooperators, mostly from Western countries, 
the majority of whom were activists or sympathizers of organizations that had 
been carrying out actions of solidarity with the national liberation movements 
of the Portuguese colonies. For its part, the second wave began to make itself 
felt after the Third Congress of the FRELIMO, where it announced its transi-
tion from a front to a “Marxist- Leninist vanguard party,” thus marking the 
start of its “building socialism”43 project developed between 1977 and 1983/4,44 
which led to the arrival of a large number of Latin American exiles (with dif-
ferent political leanings, but most of whom were members or sympathizers of 
communist parties), plus thousands of cooperators from socialist countries. 
But only some of them were recruited for specific development projects; the 
rest were specialists or worked as consultants in drawing offices, the plan-
ning departments of ministries, or state enterprises. They were all expected to 
transmit to the Mozambicans their experiences of building socialism in their 
own countries.45

It was in that context that in Mozambique a transnational community of for-
eign technical- professional cooperators was gradually created, all of whom 
followed the tradition of international solidarity and socialist cooperation and 
whose number in 1982, according to sources of the embassies of socialist coun-
tries in Maputo, was estimated at 40,000 people from America, Western 
Europe, the Eastern Bloc, and, to a lesser extent, Asia and Africa.46 The city of 
Maputo was transformed into a place of encounter between organizations and 
exiles from Africa, Latin America, and Asia and representatives of the socialist 
camp. The experience of independent and socialist Mozambique became an 
example of the transnational circulation of the ideas, values, and revolutionary 
practices of the Left at the time. And the expression of a sort of feeling or new 
social awareness in which the values of cooperation, solidarity, international-
ism, and Third Worldism took center stage.

Notions and Practices of International Solidarity

A reconstruction of the notions and practices of international solidarity observ-
able in the testimonies of Chilean and Argentine exiles in Mozambique reveals, 
in principle, four common patterns.
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The first was the discovery of the practical aspects of international solidar-
ity in situ while in exile. Although all were aware of the problem, few of them 
had any previous internationalist experience. In their countries of origin, most 
had participated in campaigns, protests, collecting signatures, and fundraising 
for diverse causes of international solidarity with revolutionary political proj-
ects and national liberation struggles in the Third World, from Latin America 
to Palestine, through Africa and Vietnam. The imagined and practical princi-
ples of international solidarity, proletarian internationalism, and cooperation 
formed part of the programs and action plans of organizations of the Old and 
New Left and engaged activists through the speeches of their leaders and party 
publications. However, always according to the testimonies analyzed here, they 
carried a more discursive than practical weight until the repression and exile 
obliged them to drum up international support for their own causes and 
struggles.

The second common pattern was that they all perceived their international 
cooperation as a continuation of their transnational militant and professional 
activity. In other words, for many of them, their experience in Mozambique was 
a second revolutionary opportunity and a continuity of their activist and pro-
fessional identities before their exile, exemplified in their solidarity with revo-
lutions and national liberation struggles in the Third World. For all of them, 
passing part of their exile in Mozambique resulted in new knowledge and polit-
ical and professional growth, as well as allowing them to experience that time 
as a way of overcoming the traumatic and subjective dimension of their exile. 
Their experiences can be considered in the frame of the operational concept of 
“revolutionary activist cosmopolitanism,” an expression coined by Eugenia Pal-
ieraki47 to define a form of transnational activism anchored in Third World 
political thinking during the 1970s and 1980s, in which the cultural, historical 
and ideological divides between political and social processes of change were 
compensated by belonging to a new imagined revolutionary community: the 
Third World.48 In short, it was experienced as a practice of civil technical- 
professional international solidarity with a view to opposing Cold War impe-
rialism and colonialism.49

The third pattern shared by these exiles was their enthusiasm for and com-
mitment to the project of the FRELIMO for building a modern nation- state and 
a socialist economy in an underdeveloped country, at least during the initial 
years. As already noted, in the period between 1977 and 1984 the undertakings 
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of the international cooperators from Western and socialist countries in the state 
apparatus as dependable personnel were extremely significant given their 
technical- professional skills and ideological commitment.

For the Chilean activist Dalmiro Contreras, although his displacement was 
an experience of rootlessness, his initial exile in the German Democratic Repub-
lic (GDR) was profitable and encouraged him to continue to pursue his per-
sonal, professional, and political goals. However, Mozambique was a completely 
different place of exile since he became involved in the building of a new nation 
and society: “My exile was one full of advantages, knowledge of other peoples, 
different life situations. I was living in real socialism and trying to lay the foun-
dations for real socialism in Mozambique.”50 In her account, the psychologist 
Silvia Quiroga, who worked in the Ministry of Health, highlights the following 
in relation to her previous experience: “We wanted to contribute to that proj-
ect and to heal the wounds that our failures in Chile under Popular Unity 
had inflicted on us.”51 For his part, in his eyewitness account of the events 
unfolding in 1982, the Chilean leader Jaime Rovira described the uniqueness 
of his experience as a cooperator in the following terms:

But what’s perhaps more important than describing their work [as cooperators] 
is to talk about their [the exiles’] attitude towards it. An attitude that, first and 
foremost, derived from the fact that the Chileans didn’t feel like exiles here, an 
issue that’s essential and that differentiated them from the majority of Chileans 
who lived and worked in other countries of the diaspora. If you had a good job, 
for example, in France or Holland, it wasn’t the same. I worked in my specialty 
in the GDR in excellent conditions, but the two situations are incomparable. 
Here, everything was being built, we were pioneers of sorts, and you could say 
that our identification with the problems of Mozambique was total. For this 
reason, as a rule, we lived the experience of our work with true passion, with the 
zeal of builders. This allowed us to relive, to some extent, the psychological 
climate, the fervor of the time of Popular Unity.52

This perception of “not feeling like exiles” appeared as a fourth recognizable 
pattern among other interviewees, which allows for asserting that their experi-
ence in Mozambique was mainly perceived more as internationalist civil 
technical- professional cooperation work, rather than as an experience of dis-
placement and political struggle against the country that had sent them into 
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exile in the host country. Their revolutionary political commitment and their 
technical and professional know- how were more central to their greater iden-
tification with the host society and its government than with their activist 
past, their experience of the repression in their countries of origin, and their 
exile in the first host countries from which they had arrived: Western Europe, 
America, or socialist countries.

The doctor Mario Glisser, another Chilean cooperator who arrived in 
Mozambique following a number of years in exile in Israel, had the following 
to say:

The country was in dire need of foreign cadres for sustaining the economy, 
education, healthcare, etc. So, cooperators began to arrive from socialist 
countries, plus solidarity groups from Western Europe and the United States; 
others arrived in the framework of the cooperation of the governments of some 
European countries, chiefly Sweden and Italy. In this context, many exiles from 
Latin American countries under military dictatorships arrived. In addition to the 
Chileans, there were many Brazilians and, to a lesser extent, Argentineans and 
Uruguayans, some of whom had been in Chile, working in Mozambique. [. . .] 
In a very underdeveloped country, visible results are obtained, even in the short 
term, which is very satisfying for cooperators.53

These perceptions also appeared in the testimonies of the Argentinians who 
arrived in Mozambique as technical- professional cooperators and interna-
tionalists. Unlike the Chilean exiles, the vast majority of them had abandoned 
their political activism before going into exile. Their contacts with the Argen-
tine political scene thus severed, and these activists encountered a political 
space for pursuing their revolutionary goals of building socialism in that geo-
graphically and culturally distant country, thus helping them to overcome the 
traumas and the forfeiture of their professional careers, which had forced them 
into exile, and to abandon their status as refugees.54 Carmen Báez55 expressed 
this idea as follows:

We experienced a process of building socialism and were involved in the 
design and implementation of the public policies driving the revolutionary 
transformations. We put our heart and soul into the revolutionary process. [. . .] 
I was fortunate enough to participate in an attempt to build socialism in a society 
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that hadn’t experienced capitalism, but colonialism, a peasant society based on 
subsistence agriculture.56

Other testimonies also evoked this experienced notion of socialist, antico-
lonial, Third World international solidarity. The case of Domingo Suppa,57 an 
engineer specializing in the transfer of electric power, who traveled to Mozam-
bique from France at the end of 1975, is revealing.

As one of the first cooperators in the Ministry of Energy, he became a depend-
able cadre and, in the following years, also helped to recruit other Argentine 
and Latin American exiles during tours of America and Europe:

I ended up working in power transfer. . . .  The first foreign person I met in 
Mozambique was Portuguese, who worked with me in electricity; we were two 
crazy people, it was impossible. [. . .] On arrival, they said to me, “Okay, this is 
your job: you have to install the Moatize power line,” which was [for] the Moatize 
coal field. [. . .] Where were the materials? Dumped in the port of Beira. The 
posts were going to be made of eucalyptus, which I had to creosote in Chimoio. 
I had to go to the border with South Africa for the transformer, against all the 
embargoes that there were in the world, and transport it with the military to the 
north. This is so as to give you an idea of such an enterprise. [. . .] To this should 
be added that they [the FRELIMO] skipped stages. Let’s say they dispensed with 
the pre- capitalist and capitalist stages to talk directly about socialism. . . .  
Mozambique started to talk about socialism in 1975, and that’s crazy.58

The case of Marta Lucas, recruited by Domingo Suppa and some Portuguese 
friends, who made the journey to Mozambique from France in 1980 in order 
to work in the Department of Literacy of the Ministry of Energy, is another good 
example. In this respect, she claimed:

The Carnation Revolution [in Portugal] had had huge repercussions in France. 
Many French people had gone to work in the first African countries to achieve 
independence. All this created a very appealing and novel climate, a country that 
was being built, which had to start from scratch, within the parameters in which 
you moved, the ideals you had. [. . .] [In Mozambique] everyone was firmly 
committed to the work; you were there to work, to construct, to collaborate. . . .  
[. . .] Of course, life was hard, but you gradually adapted, and as it was the same 
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for everyone, that also helped you; everyone was in the same boat, there was an 
enormous amount of solidarity with the Mozambicans, with the foreigners.59

Reinforcing this same interpretation, Carmen Báez stated that owing to the 
cultural differences with Mozambican society, it was the values and practices 
of international solidarity and revolutionary fraternity that gave meaning to 
their time in Mozambique. For the activism, repression, and exile that they had 
experienced before arriving, there were no key elements of their identification 
with the host society and its government, as they had indeed been in the coun-
tries of refuge from which they had hailed. She described this feeling in the fol-
lowing terms:

In Mozambique, we had a split personality. I at least only told my story to a few 
Argentine friends and some political friends of my father. Nor did the 
Mozambicans really understand our situation. Nor did we talk [about it] much 
with our families. Daily life was the [political and social] process there. I remember 
that the topics included the revolutionary process, the war, Samora Machel, and 
the Boers. . . .  As for me, my political interests were more regional and local, 
because I had married a South African60 and was integrated into a local process. 
This doesn’t mean to say that the most important people and friends of my father 
[didn’t] talk about the situation in Argentina. What united us in Mozambique? 
Solidarity and fraternity with the Latin Americans and Mozambicans.61

As can be observed in these testimonies, they not only underwent a far- 
reaching political change, but also important personal and cultural ones inso-
far as their work in a new setting intertwined with a sort of suspension of their 
status as exiles and contact with other experiences of struggle, exile, and trans-
formation. In short, their experience as cooperators in Mozambique was for 
them the practical embodiment of socialist, anticolonial, Third World interna-
tional solidarity, as well as giving meaning to their professional and political 
work in a geographically and culturally distant country. Therefore, these mem-
ories of their experiences of internationalism and cooperation with the “revo-
lution” of Mozambique are an empirical and historical indicator of how they 
perceived the values of internationalism, solidarity, and revolutionary cooper-
ation with the liberation and anticolonial struggles that left- wing Latin Ameri-
cans fostered during the 1970s and 1980s.
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The combined effect of the mounting social and ideological control (based 
on state security), the economic crisis (the shortage of food, basic services, and 
medicines), and the consequences of the war for the lives and physical safety 
of the cooperators and their families ultimately made them think twice about 
continuing in Mozambique. For instance, as of 1981 the domestic armed con-
flict escalated and spread to the south of the country, even reaching Maputo,62 
and their status as cooperators signified that they ran an increasingly greater risk 
of being kidnapped or murdered by the Mozambican National Resistance (here-
inafter RENAMO). In turn, the failure of the socialist economic development 
model of the FRELIMO and the gradual reversion to a command economy and 
a one- party system led to the disillusionment of the foreign cooperators with 
the Mozambican process at a moment when the dictatorships of the Southern 
Cone of Latin America were breathing their last.

As of 1984, the FRELIMO negotiated with South Africa to reach peace with 
RENAMO,63 while also establishing contacts with the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank, thus initiating a process of economic and political 
liberalization and distancing itself from socialism.64 As a party to the signing 
of the Nkomati Accord with South Africa (1984), Mozambique pledged to pre-
vent liberation movements, like the African National Congress (ANC), from 
establishing bases in its territory.65 In the following years, the brigades of inter-
national cooperators from socialist countries gradually began to abandon the 
country, coinciding with the end of the Cold War and the defeat of the socialist 
camp. However, the memories of the protagonists of this story establish the end 
of the Mozambican revolutionary process in October 1986, when President 
Samora Machel and part of his cabinet died in a suspicious plane crash in South 
Africa.

Conclusion

Following independence, the FRELIMO appealed to international solidarity and 
cooperation to recruit thousands of dependable foreign technical- professional 
cadres. The endeavors of the international cooperators from Western and social-
ist countries were crucial for managing the state and the economy during the 
period from 1977 to 1984.

The majority of the Chilean and Argentine exiles who participated as 
cooperators in Mozambique did not have any previous practical experience of 
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international solidarity. But their experience of exile and participation in the build-
ing of a new socialist state and society allowed them to gain such know- how in 
the decolonization and independence of a new country in southern Africa, thus 
changing their visions and ideas of solidarity, internationalism, and cooperation.

Overcoming the traumas and the forfeiture of their professional careers, 
which had forced them into exile, and abandoning their status as refugees, they 
sought to continue their political and professional activity and to familiarize 
themselves with and to participate and intervene in the revolutionary transfor-
mations planned by the FRELIMO government, motivated by their adherence 
to the principles and values of socialist, anticolonial, Third World international 
solidarity. Their political participation as cooperators was restricted to under-
taking tasks set by the FRELIMO, while they received a wage for their work 
which involved collaborating in state management and contributing to train-
ing local cadres.

They perceived their civil technical- professional international solidarity with 
Mozambique as a way of opposing Cold War imperialism and colonialism, thus 
allowing them to maintain the political and professional identities that they had 
had before going into exile. This prevented them from “feeling like exiles” and 
helped them to be fully and enthusiastically committed to the building of a 
socialist society.

The particularity of this case in relation to other experiences of places of exile 
is that in Mozambique the transnational solidarity activism of the exiles mostly 
took the shape of tasks inherent to technical- professional cooperators, assum-
ing the identity of left- wing internationalists, rather than that of exiles, in the 
host country. This contrasts with the experiences of those exiles in America and 
Europe, where their activism focused on the defense of democracy and human 
rights or, as in the case of the Chileans and Brazilians in Algeria, on revolution-
ary commitment and more activist or belligerent solidarity.66 These “coopera-
tor memories” are characterized by optimism, enthusiasm, and militant and 
professional internationalist commitment, contrasting with the “memories of 
exile,” which are marked more by feelings like defeat, trauma, estrangement, and 
maladjustment.

Their experiences as cooperators in Mozambique brought the global Cold 
War home to them and have had an impact on their life paths, political- 
professional experiences, and identities down to the present day. This illus-
trates the way in which their experiences of transnational activism in exile 
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contributed to forming multiple, hybrid identities resulting from movements 
in space and time.67 At present, the majority of the main characters of this 
account now live in their countries of origin, although quite a few of them con-
tinue to live and work in Mozambique or different places of the Global South, 
as part of international cooperation programs with the same spirit as in those 
former years.

Our study has offered the opportunity to fill in some of the historical lacu-
nas with respect to the countries of residence of the exiles of the Southern Cone 
of Latin America during the closing years of the Cold War and the way in which 
they participated politically and professionally in the process of national libera-
tion, decolonization, and building of new nation- states in southern Africa 
and, incidentally, also in the struggle against Apartheid. At the same time, our 
approach has allowed us to gain a better understanding of the experiences of 
solidarity activism in the Global South in the shape of Latin American left- wing 
technical- professional international solidarity with Africa in the 1970s and 
1980s. In sum, it highlights how productive it can be to study the interactions, 
connections, and circulations between the massive number of people who were 
forced into exile by the wave of repression in the Southern Cone during the 
1970s and contemporary processes of national liberation, independence, and 
decolonization in Portugal’s former African colonies.
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